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Pandemic – A New World Order?
An Editorial by LBSC President, Barbara Nelson
Reflecting on Charles Dickens’ words, “it was the best of times, it was the worst of times….” It is
clear that in our day, the worst of times came first. The novel coronavirus spread to humans in China, and
then raced through this inter-connected world to literally every country on earth in just weeks. The
consequences of this pandemic are devastating to many who are losing their life or the life of a loved one.
It is a horrific challenge for those fighting the disease on the front lines and a source of great anxiety for
people losing work as we strive to contain the virus. It’s a source of stress for all of us finding our way in
a radically changed world.
But we are already seeing the best in people too. Individuals are responding with kindness and
generosity to the needs of the people around them, elderly neighbors and strangers alike. Medical workers
are coming out of retirement to help save lives. Businesses large and small are adjusting how they operate
to protect their employees and still serve their customers. Some are increasing output and others are
changing gears to manufacture what is in short supply to mitigate the crisis. While millions of people are
temporarily out of work, others are putting in 60+ hour weeks to provide essential services.
Internationally, medical researchers are collaborating to find an effective treatment and prevention.
Supplies and equipment are sent from one country to another as the epicenter moves around the globe.
Crime is down and philanthropy is up.
And, I believe, this has brought our entire world closer together. It is clear that we are all, regardless
of location, economic status, nationality, race or religion simply human beings, joining together in an
intense battle against a common invisible enemy.
My hope and prayer in this global crisis is that each of us bring out the very best in ourselves now,
and make genuine care and concern for everyone on this planet the ‘new normal’ going forward.
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Opportunities to be more Active in the Club
Do you want to help decide where and when we will ski next season, and what kinds of social and
recreational events we will offer? Yes? Then it’s time for YOU to step forward!

Elected Officers*
President – Presides at monthly General Meetings and Board Meetings, assures that all of the Club’s
legal and financial responsibilities are met, and assists other officers and appointees in carrying out their
duties for the benefit of the Club.
VP of Week Trips – Proposes options for one or more ski/board week-long trips each year, makes
reservations (travel, lodging, etc.), arranges for payments, promotes the trips, tracks members’
reservations and payments, and makes sure that members have a great experience.
VP of Weekend Trips – Proposes options for 4 to 6 ski/board weekend trips to Mammoth; makes
lodging reservations, coordinates transportation and some meals, arranges for payments, promotes the
trips, tracks members’ reservations and payments, and assures a great experience for members.
VP of Competition – Represents the Long Beach Ski Club to the LA Council and Far West Ski Association
regarding interclub ski and board races and promotes members’ participation in races.
VP of Social Events – Proposes a variety of monthly social events to keep members connected all year;
promotes the events, arranges for payments and collects fees if appropriate, assists the hosts of home
events and works with public venues to assure an enjoyable event for everyone.
Secretary – Signs legal documents on behalf of the Club, takes Minutes at Board Meetings, and
maintains club records.
Treasurer – Enters all deposits and payments into our QuickBooks accounting system, make deposits,
writes checks for club expenditures and to reimburse pre-approved expenses, generates monthly
financial statements for the review of the Board, and assures that tax report filing is timely.
Board Members at Large – There are openings for three additional Directors to serve on the Board to
help make decisions. This is a great way to get more involved and take on various tasks for the Club.
* All elected positions require that the person has been a member in good standing for at least one
year.

Appointed Positions – These positions are also vital to the success of our Club! They include:
Membership Chair – Processes membership applications and payments, welcomes new members, and
maintains a roster of club members.
Newsletter Editor – Publishes the “Ski Breeze” on the first of each month to inform members about
upcoming activities and to report on previous trips and social events.
Webmaster – Updates our club website each month, distributes on-line credit card payments to
appropriate officers, sends out the monthly Ski Breeze newsletter, and sends other email blasts
authorized by the Board to keep members informed.
Social Media Coordinator – Keeps our Facebook and Meetup pages current and engaging.
LA Council Representative – Represents our club at the monthly meeting of the LA Council of Ski Clubs
(part of the FWSA), and brings our Board pertinent information.
Please contact Barbara Nelson at President@lbsc.org to place your name on the ballot that will be sent
in early May. The newly elected officers will be announced at the Annual Meeting and Banquet on May
23rd. The new President will appoint members to the other leadership positions.
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Club Events Modified due to the Coronavirus Pandemic
To protect the health and wellbeing of our members, and to comply with the directives of our
nation, state, and region to mitigate the spread of the coronavirus, all LBSC activities were
cancelled.

Meetings
The April 1st General Meeting is cancelled. Look for updates regarding the General Meeting
originally scheduled for May 6th.
The April 8th Board Meeting will be conducted electronically to provide social distancing.

Week Ski Trips
The Cervinia, Italy Ski Week planned for February 29th to March 13
was cancelled. Refunds for the extension trip hotels and partial refunds
from the airline are expected. Ski rental charges made through our group
have been reversed. Due to the crisis, our travel vendor is still working on
getting people back from hard-hit Italy and dealing with thousands of
cancellations, so paperwork and follow-through on refunds is taking
longer than normal. We have rescheduled our trip at Club Med to
GENA, BRIAN, & MARK
February 21, 2021 at the same rate, so members can put it on their
LAST MINUTE LAKE TAHOE TRIP
calendar. The club will facilitate additional members buying the land
package from anyone not able to go at that time next year. Mark
continues to follow up and will notify members on the trip as soon as definitive information
becomes available. Please be patient in these unprecedented times!
In the meantime, Brian Maloney and Gena Lighthouse joined Mark Malan for a last-minute trip
to Squaw Valley to get in some runs during the week they would have skied the Matterhorn!

Weekend Ski Trips
The March 19-22 and April 2-5 Mammoth Trips were also cancelled at the last
minute. Since Mammoth Mountain closed its operations on March 15th, Central
Reservations in Mammoth will refund our condo deposits. Mike reports that
members signed up for those trips will receive refunds by mid-April.
The league - So Cal races at Mammoth on March 14th were also cancelled.
Thanks to Tan Nguyen and Roberto Tovar for driving up that weekend to
represent the Long Beach Ski Club!

MIKE ZULLO

Social Events
The Wine Tasting social gathering at District Wine on March 28 was
cancelled. There will also be no club social event in April as we practice social
distancing to keep everyone healthy. But do keep in touch during this time of
physical isolation through phone calls, text and email, plus social media such as our
Facebook Group.
LANCE LEIBL
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HOPEFULLY, if the spread of the virus is adequately contained within two months, we can go
forward with our Annual Meeting and Banquet scheduled for Saturday, May 23 at the
Acapulco Restaurant on PCH in Long Beach. Social VP Lance has arranged a private room with
a cash bar, and a buffet dinner featuring Steak Picado and Shrimp Fajitas with all the trimmings
for just $45 per person. The restaurant is also extending a reduced corkage fee of just $10 for
those who prefer to bring a choice bottle of wine rather than buy cerveza or margaritas at the bar!
In addition to socializing at this “Coming Out of Isolation Party”, this is when we announce
election winners and install new officers. Put this event on your calendar now, and hope we
don’t have to postpone it!

Membership
The Long Beach Ski (and Board) Club is a friendly community of adults involved
in skiing, boarding, and year-round recreational and social activities.
To Join or renew your membership go to
https://lbsc.wildapricot.org/membership, attend our General Meeting, e-mail
Membership Chair Craig Gibson membership@LongBeachSkiClub.org or send in
your membership form and payment to our P.O. box listed at the end of this
newsletter.
CRAIG GIBSON

New Member Profiles

CAROL ELIAS

JANET MORAN

Carol is a surgical nurse at Long Beach Memorial Hospital. A self-described Kamikaze
intermediate skier, she excels as being one of the best BBQ chefs in Seal Beach. Carol will be on
our bike and barge trip this summer.
Janet is a registered nurse now working in the private sector. Also, one of the best home chefs
in Seal Beach, Janet is an avid tennis player and world traveler and looks forward to her third
European bike adventure this summer.
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Ivy Jiezhen, member
Ivy joined LBSC in July 2019. She signed up for our Cervinia, Italy ski trip. News spread of the
COVID-19 hitting northern Italy, exactly a week before the rest of us were to fly out to Milan.
Ivy was touring southern Italy at the time. Luckily, she was able to change her flight and come
home early from a different destination. She is healthy. Besides her love of skiing, Ivy served as
a choreographer, music editor, costume designer, and director for the Rose parade in 2008.

Updates from the Far West Ski Association
The Long Beach Ski Club is a member of the Far West Ski Association, one of the largest ski
associations in the United States. FWSA now has ten active councils representing more than
53,000 skiers and boarders from more than 160 clubs in twelve western states – Alaska,
Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Washington
and Wyoming. Following are excerpts from two recent Press Releases from the FWSA.
FAR WEST SKI ASSOCIATION SUPPORTS SKI AREA CLOSURES
As an organization of passionate skiers and riders, we are disappointed that ski resorts are
suspending operations or closing for the season depriving us of the activity that we love;
however, this is the right decision and we applaud and support our industry partners for having
to make this very difficult decision. The health and safety of our members, families, ski area
employees and our mountain communities far outweigh the risk of continuing to spread the
COVID-19 virus.
2020 FWSA CONVENTION UPDATE
Far West Ski Association has reached the difficult decision to officially defer our Annual
Convention scheduled May 28 -31, 2020 at the Red Lion on the River Jantzen Beach in Portland,
Oregon. We will return to Portland in June, 2022. Our next convention will be at the San Diego
Marriott Mission Valley in San Diego, California June 10 – 13, 2021.
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Board Self-Isolation Activities
Social director, Lance Leibl suggested we let you know what the board is up to during this time
of self-isolation.
For next month’s newsletter, please send your image with a 1-3 sentence description of your
home activities to editor@longbeachskiclub.org
Barbara Nelson, President
When I am not picking the weeds and snails in my yard that the rain brought, I’ve been catching
up on reading the books sitting around waiting for “some day.” (Notice my tranquili-tea cup?)
Also, I’m enjoying cooking things
that take all day and phone calls
Mark Malan, VP Week trips
with family and friends. Looking
Working 40 hours a week, gentrifying old houses and
forward to hugs again!
installing new ones. What retirement?

Mike Zullo, VP Weekend Trips
Here are a few toys and tools that I’ve been using
during the Stay-at-Home order. LBSC is proud of all
of our many medical professionals and health care
workers that are either risking their lives in hospitals
or caring for fellow humans during this crisis. Thanks
to Jodi, Sabine, Micki, Letty, Lyn, Carol, Janet, Emily
and others for their brave efforts.
Eric Hartman,
VP Competition
Looks like he’s
staying fit!
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Wendy Walker, Treasurer
This is my COVID-19 self-portrait (The Scream by Edward Munch). I am
recovering from a broken femur in August and a second arm surgery in February.
I find joy in sunshine and well-wishing friends.
Lance Leibl, VP Social
I demoed an electric assist Cannondale
hybrid bike to do something fun while being
temporarily quarantined. Unfortunately, the
shop closed. I look forward to conquering
HILLS again.
Tan Nguyen, Secretary & Member-at-Large 2
Teleworking. Daisy says she’s happy to have him home. And we’re happy he tried enter this last
ROKKA race for the club.
Nia Hartman, Member-at Large 1
Planning a Victory Garden and
adding a few thousand more
people to my Ancestry.com Tree.
It is all public info and making new
DNA connected friends.

Roberto Tovar, Member-at-Large 3
Roberto drove alone to Mammoth
to race for LBSC, the Thursday
before it closed. Unfortunately,
while the clinics were open on
Friday, the ROKKA races were
cancelled due to lack of staff. Thank
you for your dedication Roberto!!!!

Kris Flaig, Past President
After the shutdown, sailor Kris drove his motorhome to
Colorado to help his 93-year old father with cancer. He
hopes his employer will allow him to telecommute from
Colorado so he can continue caring for his dad. He’d be
grateful to anyone who would water his roses in his
front yard.
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Gena, LA Council Rep
Allowed to work from home. In between emails, I'm making sourdough bread. Shhh, please
don't tell the boss.
Dana Hart, Webmaster
Entertaining Loverboy, working remotely, walking
more, and honing my cooking skills.

Catherine Singer, Breeze Editor
Walking more, photographing lots, working on
photo projects, and getting your Breeze out!

2016 WINTER HIKE

LBSC Logo Apparel
Get Your Colors On! Let people know how much you love Long Beach Ski
Club! Rose Molina, our Ways & Means Chair has hats and t-shirts you could
buy with our logo on them. member-at-large@longbeachskiclub.org
714.609.8358.
ROSE MOLINA
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KEEP IN TOUCH!
Be sure to see what we are up to by checking:
▪
▪
▪
▪

Website:
Facebook:
Meetup:
Address:

www.longbeachskiclub.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/lbsc1 (post your favorite club pics here)

https://www.meetup.com/Long-Beach-Ski-Club
Long Beach Ski Club, P.O. Box 15291, Long Beach, CA 90815

Your Board of Directors
President Barbara Nelson
president@longbeachskiclub.org
VP of Week Trips Mark Malan
weektrips@longbeachskiclub.org
VP of Weekend Trips Mike Zullo weekendtrips@longbeachskiclub.org
VP of Competition Eric Hartman racing@longbeachskiclub.org
VP of Social Events Lance Liebl
social@longbeachskiclub.org
Treasurer Wendy Walker
treasurer@longbeachskiclub.org
Secretary Tan Nguyen
secretary@longbeachskiclub.org
Member-at-Large 1 Nia Hartman member-at-large1@longbeachskiclub.org
Member-at-Large 2 Tan Nguyen member-at-large2@longbeachskiclub.org
Member-at-Large 3 Roberto Tovar member-at-large3@longbeachskiclub.org
Past President Kris Flaig
pastpresident@longbeachskiclub.org

714.501.7946
562.787.5443
562.685.3241
562.533.7205
562.221.8475
612.209.4767
973.896.8124
562.233.4455
973.896.8124
562.296.7614
562.818.2874

Club Committee Chairs
Membership Chair Craig Gibson
Ski Breeze Editor Catherine Singer
Ways and Means Rose Molina
Webmaster Dana Hart
Co-Webmaster Catherine Singer
LA Council Rep Gena Lighthouse

membership@longbeachskiclub.org
editor@longbeachskiclub.org
member-at-large@longbeachskiclub.org
webmaster@longbeachskiclub.org
editor@longbeachskiclub.org
lacouncil@longbeachskiclub.org

562.631.9891
949.510.1892
714.609.8358
562.233.7868
949.510.1892
562.537.4111

